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TERM 2 – WEEK #7 of 9 

 

 
 

OPEN MORNING AT 
TEMPLESTOWE PARK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating 150 Years of 
Public Education 

Monday 
6 June 

World Environment Day 
CANTEEN CLOSED TODAY 

Tuesday 

7 June 
Division Cross Country – Yarra Glen 

Wednesday 
8 June 

 

Thursday 

9 June 
Gr 5/6 Winter Inter School Sport 

Friday 

10 June 

Student Only Assembly: GrP-2: 2.20pm 

Student Only Assembly: Gr3-6: 2.55pm 

TERM 2 – WEEK #8 of 9 

Monday 

13 June 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 
14 June 

Regional Cross Country – Yarra Glen 

Wednesday 

15 June 
 

Thursday 

16 June 
Gr 5/6 Winter Inter School Sport 

Friday 

17 June 
Student Reports Published on Compass 

 

 

Hello Parents and Friends, 

We have had a very enjoyable time at Templestowe Park, celebrating 150 years of public education during 

our Education Week activities last week.  The students were so entertained as they participated in a range 

of rotational activities that included old time inside and outdoor games, bush dancing and whole school 

singing. Our special assembly included a grumpy old principal (he did look quite young though) punishing 

a child for writing with her left hand, just like they did in early education in Victoria.  We all had a good 

laugh; however, it was very surprising to our students discovering that things like this used to happen.   

Our Open Morning allowed families to come and see the students in action where they were busy at work 

solving mathematical problems.  We are so pleased that our families had the opportunity to see their 

children using a wide variety of strategies to solve challenging problems.  
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Our Open Night on Wednesday was another memorable evening for our community!  Hundreds of students 

and their families took the opportunity to visit classrooms and see, first hand, the rich and rewarding 

learning that has taken place throughout Semester 1.  Our very talented musicians busked around the 

school; it was such a pleasure listening to the musical pieces they have been learning this year. It was 

also wonderful to see excited students and families visiting different classes across the school, undertaking 

a wide range of activities that looked back over 150 years of education and to get their open night 

passports stamped.  We had over 200 passports submitted for our grand prize, and I congratulate the 

following students and families for winning one of our many prizes on offer. 

☺ Winner $50 Westfield Voucher: Anisha C 

☺ Runners Up: Mahan A, Oscar B, Levin E, Charli A, Charlize & Brylee K, Elly & Charlotte H, Michael 

& Jack R, Xavier & Lincoln O, Daniel S, Leona L and Scarlett E. 

We would like to thank everyone who shared Education Week with us.  We believe it is one of the most 

important weeks of the school year as we invite our community to share the love of learning with us.  We 

all know that learning is a team effort between the student, the school and families.  Weeks like this allow 

us to celebrate the achievements of our talented students and to build closer connections between home 

and school.   

Thanks for a great week! 

New School Council Appointments! 

We are extremely pleased to announce that after the call for three new School Council members in the 

last newsletter, we have now filled all positions.  We welcome the following parents to the 2022 School 

Council: 

• Amy Gunzburg – Prep parent 

• Elena Cantelli – Grades 1 and 2 parent 

• Dajana Danilovic – Grades Prep and 3 parent 

We are very excited to have a full School Council for the remainder of the year as we have plenty of 

initiatives in the planning stages.  This includes continued improvements to our school facilities and our 

School Review in Term 4.  
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Education State Principals Conference 2022 

On Monday and Tuesday of this week Mark attended the Education State Principals Conference at the 

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre in the city.  This 2-day event brought together principals 

from across the state for the first time since 2019.  

The conference program was designed around 4 key themes: 

• Learning and Wellbeing; 

• Power of Education and Community; 

• Education for Reconciliation; and 

• Transformative Possibilities of Inclusion. 

There were keynote addresses by internationally renowned professors of Education, John Hattie and Helen 

Timperley, who both highlighted the importance of constructive alignment and engagement in learning. 

This is always of great importance, but even more after the impact of COVID-19 for our students.  It was 

very pleasing to hear Professor Hattie discuss recent studies that have indicated that the long periods of 

remote learning have only had a minimal impact on student learning and our children are continuing to 

learn well.  I know that this is something that worries both educators and parents alike.   

Mark also attended workshops about how to build belonging in 

school and developing pathways of excellence in mathematics.  

Mark was particularly impressed in the session about belonging in 

school, where Dr Kelly-Ann Allen explained that schools offer 

unique opportunities to improve belonging for students.  Many of 

the ideas discussed during this session will be implemented at 

Templestowe Park PS in the future.   

 

Professional Development to Improve Student Learning 

Throughout this semester our staff have been undertaking extensive professional development to improve 

our teaching practice and to provide the best learning experiences for our students.  You may have noticed 

the extensive work we have been undertaking to improve the writing of our students.  This has included 

extensive work by our professional learning teams to improve student writing through explicit teaching 

techniques and ‘Bump It Up’ walls.  We wrote about this extensively in our last newsletter. 

On Thursday and Friday of this week, our teachers have been working with Dr Jeni Wilson (inquiry learning 

expert) to design student inquiries for Term 3.  Our students have been really engaged and empowered 

by the student inquiries that they have undertaken this term.  This has included our Prep students learning 

about different families and how we are all similar, our Grade 1/2s learning about how we stay healthy, 

our Grade 3/4s have investigated how exploration and discovery have changed our world, our Grade 5s 

have been posing and solving problems as part of the 2022 Maths Talent Quest and finally, our Grade 6s 

have been learning the harsh reality of economics.  This has included creating a little society where they 

need to earn money and pay taxes. These inquiries have been the highlight of the term for many of our 

students.  
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Professional Learning For Staff 

At Templestowe Park PS, we take professional learning seriously and value the knowledge, skills and 

expertise that is considered best practice.  We work hard to upskill our teachers to be the best that they 

can be, learning together about the latest research.  For this reason, we seek professional learning 

opportunities from the wealth of professional organisations we belong to. 

 

MAV Maths Primary Collective 2022 

One such opportunity has been for a team of four teachers to be part of the Maths Association of Victoria 

(MAV) ‘MAV Maths Primary Collective 2022’.  This is a newly created opportunity by MAV, with the aim of 

providing a setting for mathematics leaders to meet each term to engage in professional learning, develop 

leadership capacity and contribute to a network of leaders. Each term our Templestowe Park PS team 

participate in a masterclass with a recognised mathematics education expert to explore innovative teaching 

and learning practice and to challenge existing beliefs. This is followed by a school-based planning session 

supported by educational consultants and collective members. 

For our two sessions so far, the team have had the opportunity to engage with Dr Catherine Attard and 

Robert Kaplinsky.  Both experts have reinforced within us the importance of making mathematics teaching 

and learning interesting and engaging for students.  It is critical that our students see the connection 

between mathematics and how it is used or applied in daily life.  It needs to be real – using maths for a 

real purpose. Maths is so much more than just lists of equations. The engagement of our students in our 

current Maths Talent Quest work (Grades Prep, 1, 3 & 5 students) is testament to the excitement and 

wonder generated by making these connections. 

Being part of this team also means that these teachers lead this learning throughout the school.  They 

have presented their learning to the rest of the school staff and we are all working towards embedding 

the explicit teaching of specific problem-solving strategies within our classrooms.  People think differently 

and we actively encourage students to share their thinking to expose these differences and new 

opportunities for learning.  The example below presented to Grade 4 demonstrates how a worded problem 

can be solved by students using their preferred method. They identify the key parts of the question, then 

choose a strategy to best solve it.  Lots of ‘Guess and Check’ occurs to make a start and to narrow the 

focus when the answer is close. Which method would you choose to solve the problem? 

 

THE PROBLEM: 

In the farmyard there are some pigs and some chickens.  In fact, there are 87 animals and 266 legs.  How 

many pigs are there in the farmyard? 

 

Make a model: These students used cubes to make towers.  

A tower of 4 represented a pig (4 legs) whilst a 2-cube tower 

represented a chicken (2 legs).  The towers were grouped 

into 20 legs and 10 legs to make it easier to keep track of 

the count. There needed to be a total of 87 towers (87 

animals) with a total of 266 legs. 
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Draw a picture or diagram: This student decided to draw a 

picture to show their thinking.  You can see the estimate of ‘60’ in 

the corner.  We encourage students to estimate first.  What is a 

possible answer? We can use this at the end to check if the answer 

we reach is reasonable. It isn’t Art class, so a stick-like picture to 

represent a pig (a circle with 4 sticks for legs) and a skinny oval 

with 2 sticks for a chicken, is perfect.  Look carefully to see the 

maths thinking – there are 2 pigs and 1 chicken together because 

that is a group of 10 legs – an easy way to keep track of the legs. 

Each line has a total of 12 animals – a systematic way of keeping 

track of how many animals. 

 

 

 

Write an equation: To check their answer at the end, this student used the 

multiplication and addition operations to see if their answer was accurate. 

 

 

 

Make a table: Another way to solve the problem is to create a table.  

Rows and columns help to systematically organise the calculations.  

Tweaking towards the end to add one more or one less pig gets us to 

the correct answer. 

 

 

Leading Literacy 

We also have a group of teachers working this year in the ‘Victorian Academy Leading Literacy’ 

course.  The Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership is a branch of the Department of Education 

and Training and plays a critical role in developing high-quality leaders across the Victorian education 

system. 

 

Engagement by our team in the Leading Literacy course is cementing 

the use of the Bump It Up Walls across the school to support students 

to be the best writers that they can be.  We will also be developing school 

wide approaches for focusing on vocabulary. We know that children who 

have a rich spoken language, usually read a lot.  The more children read, 

the more words they know and the better they write.  It is all connected.  

Reading should be an absolute daily habit for our students both at school 

and at home. 
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In our last newsletter we shared some student samples of the quality writing our students are producing.  

The Grade 2 students were presented with a picture to prompt their thinking. Here are some samples 

from our budding Grade 2 authors. 

 

I can see a silver shiny swing hovering over shadowy soil with yellow sunlight. 

Finn 2C 

 

In this picture, I see a silver swing shimmering in the sunlight. A girl sitting in the swing kissing 

her little brother.  Sticks and leaves crowding them, and swaying trees in the breeze. 

Nela 2C 

 

The grass is fresh and green. Trees sway in the wind. The sticks crunch when we step on 

them. The dry leaves crunch as well. We see a metal swing. The water splashes, the plants 

sway as well. 

Isaac 2C 

 

Principals’ Award  

At our special assembly last week we were 

extremely pleased to present Fletcher B (Grade 2) 

with the Principals’ Award.  Fletcher was 

nominated by a number of teachers as he is 

consistently very kind and generous to all students 

at Templestowe Park PS.  He continually goes out 

of his way to ensure that his classmates have 

someone to play with and has helped students 

who have been having a difficult time and invited 

them to join his game.  We are so proud of the 

way Fletcher treats and includes others. Great 

work, Fletcher!  

Enrol Now! Don’t Miss Out! 

If you are a part of the school community and have not yet submitted your child’s enrolment application 

for Prep 2023, please contact the school office ASAP.  It is our aim to confirm enrolment to all families by 

Tuesday of next week, 7th June. 

 

 

Have a great weekend! 

Mark Roberts  Brian Cleary    Robyn Twyford  

PRINCIPAL  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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Canteen – Online Orders 

You can make online orders with the school canteen.  You will be able to order lunches daily, order future 

lunches and maintain credit in your account.  This account is only to be used for lunch orders; for any 

over-the-counter sales, children must have their own money. 

To create an account and make orders please go to: https://quickcliq.com.au/ 

Late lunch orders can be placed with QuickCliq but will incur a $2 surcharge. 
 
 

Families who would like to place an order for Scholastic Books are advised that Book 

Club orders will need to be returned to the School Office by Thursday, 9th June. 

Thank you, 

Maree Jack 

COORDINATOR  
 

 
 

We have StickyBeaks Lunch Bags for sale if you would like to purchase one. 

Cost: $12.50 each. 

These are lunch bags that are handy for frequent lunch orders from the school 

canteen.  They have a small pocket for money/change and a few other features.   

Please visit the school office if you would like to purchase one. 

 

 

 

If your personal details change at any time during the year, please inform the office via email 

(barbara.oostveen@education.vic.gov.au) or by completing a corresponding form that can be found in 

your Compass portal under: 

Community 

  School Documentation 

  School Community Information. 

  

CANTEEN – ONLINE ORDERS 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS 

REUSABLE CANTEEN LUNCH ORDER BAGS 

CHANGE of PERSONAL DETAILS 

https://quickcliq.com.au/
mailto:barbara.oostveen@education.vic.gov.au
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Whole Day Absences 

Parents are responsible for keeping up-to-date approvals for their children’s absences on Compass.  A 

short message will appear above your newsfeed – please click on the link where you will see a list of times 

that your child was absent from school.   

Late Arrivals and Early Departures 

Students who arrive ‘LATE to’ or ‘LEAVE EARLY from’ the school must also have “approvals” logged by 

parents.  Please note that these approvals can only be recorded after the fact as they are “time 

stamped” by Compass.  Parents/Carers are not to pre-approve these partial day absences. 

All students who arrive late to school must report to the office to ensure they are not marked as absent 

for the first session; parents will need to accompany the students on these occasions as we are unable to 

take responsibility for students as they walk from the car into the school grounds.  Similarly students must 

always be signed out by a parent or carer who is listed as a student contact.  If your child is being signed 

out by someone who is not authorised to do so, that adult must bring a letter of authority with them.   

 
 

If you don’t already have the Compass App on your phone, here is how you go about it: 

Go to the App store. 

Type “Compass School Manager” into the search area. 

Get / Download / Install onto your Device. 

Allow Push Notifications? – YES  

 

 

 

Uniform Shop Trading Hours 

• Monday and Friday mornings only: 8:30 - 8:55am 

(for the remainder of term 2) 

• Thursday afternoon trading will return in Term 3. 

Thank you 

Lindsay Burrows 

THE UNIFORM SHOP 
 

COMPASS: ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS & EARLY DEPARTURES 

DOWNLOAD THE COMPASS APP 

 TEMPORARY CHANGE TO UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
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Here are some diary dates for your information that go beyond the two-

week calendar that is on the front page of the Newsletter, plus a few other 

dates that we really want you to remember.  

Term 2 

WEEK #7 

• Canteen Closed – Monday, 6th June 

• Division Cross Country: Tuesday, 7th June 

WEEK #8 

• Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday: Monday, 13th June 

• Planning Week: Tuesday, 14th June to Friday, 17th June 

WEEK #9 

• Last Day of Term 1: Friday, 24th June - Students Dismissed Early: 2.30pm 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 2: Tuesday, 26th April – Friday, 24th June (9 weeks) 

Term 3: Monday, 11th July – Friday, 16th September (10 weeks) 

Term 4: Monday, 3rd October – Tuesday, 20th December (12 weeks: 11 weeks +2 days)  

 
 

 

Please refer to our Blogs to see what has been happening in our Specialists’ classrooms over recent weeks. 

http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SIGNIFICANT FUTURE DIARY DATES 

SPECIALISTS’ BLOGS 

http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/stem-blog
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/chinese
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/performing-arts-blog
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/visual-arts
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/performing-arts-blog
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The Department of Education and Templestowe Park Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser or community group.  No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by 
them. 
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Second-Hand and Lost & Found 

School Uniforms - ONLY 

Parents from the school have created a Templestowe Park “buy, swap and sell” group on Facebook in 
an effort to help families locate lost and found jackets and other items of uniform; it will also be a place 
to sell off old uniforms.   We encourage you to look at the group to see if it helps you in any way. 

The group can be found by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164130594118642/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/164130594118642/

