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TERM 4 – WEEK #10 of 12 

 

What a great day we had. . . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday 

5 December 
 

Tuesday 

6 December 

Jeanette’s Instrumental Music Program 

End of Year Concert: 5.00-9.00pm 

Wednesday 

7 December 

School Christmas Carols and 

Art Show: 5.00-7.00pm 

Thursday 
8 December 

 

Friday 

9 December 

Grade 6: Fun Day 

Funfields: 8.45am-3.45pm 

TERM 4 – WEEK #11 of 12 

Monday 

12 December 
 

Tuesday 
13 December 

Year 6 to 7 Transition Day 

Prep Camp: 4.00-6.00pm 

Wednesday 

14 December 
 

Thursday 
15 December 

Grade 6 Graduation (after school) 

Friday 
16 December 

Assembly 

TERM 4 – WEEK #12 of 12 

Monday 
19 December 

 

Tuesday 

20 December 

Last Day of Term 4 and 2022 

Students Dismissed at 1.30pm 

 

Hello Parents and Friends, 

What a fortnight it has been at Templestowe Park PS!   

Our very first Colour Explosion Fun Run took place on Monday and it was an amazing experience for our 

students, staff and entire community!  Watching the students finish the obstacle course looking like 

miniature rainbows was so fantastic and the smiles on everyone’s faces said it all.  We would like to thank 

our PFA and JSC for organising this event; in particular, Diana Danilovic and Kate Claringbould from our 

PFA.  Diana and Kate arranged the whole event from scratch and we can’t thank them enough for their 

sensational work.  We have raised a significant amount of money and are currently planning a major 

grounds project.  Immediately, the funds raised will pay for synthetic grass in our brand-new Gaga pits 

and assist with the new seating area next to the hall.   

PRINCIPALS’ REPORT 
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Over the last month our Grade 5 students have been writing their speeches for Grade 6 leadership 

positions.  This week they delivered these speeches to their classmates and they all did a magnificent job.  

It is going to be extremely difficult selecting leaders from such a fantastic group of students.   At our final 

assembly we will do a handover from our current Grade 6 leaders to their 2023 counterparts.  

Please see Mr Van Der Pol’s article about our very talented athletes who have been competing lately.  We 

had two State representatives in Athletics and we are so proud of their efforts. 

We look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday night! 

 

Christmas Concert & Art Show:  

Wednesday, 7th December 5:00 – 7:00pm 

Our Christmas Concert & Art Show is set to take place on 

Wednesday, 7th December.  The night will begin at 5:00pm with the 

opening of the Art Show in the main corridor and the concert will 

kick off on the synthetic courts 5:30pm.  All year levels will sing a 

Christmas carol and there may even be a special visitor from the 

North Pole.   

All families are invited to bring a picnic dinner and enjoy the company of the school community before the 

concert begins at 5:30pm.  There will be Zooper Doopers and cans of soft drink for sale on the night.  

These sales will assist in paying for the hire of sound equipment on the night. 

We are looking forward to sharing a fun and festive night with you all! 

 

2023 Parent Payment - Please Make Your Payment by Monday, 5th December 

You will notice on your Compass Newsfeed, under Course Confirmation, that the 2023 Parent Payments 

are available to be paid.  The process on how to pay the charges is outlined in the 2023 TPPS Parent 

Payment letter on Compass.   

Thank you to those families who have made their contributions thus far.  These contributions provide our 

students with educational support, facilities, grounds maintenance and opportunities that we simply could 

not offer without your generous support.   

If you have any further queries, please contact the school office.  
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Yearbook – Orders Must be Submitted by Tuesday, 6th December! 

You will see on Compass Events the opportunity to purchase a copy of the 2022 Yearbook.  The book 

includes reflections of the many highlights that have occurred throughout the school year. All students 

and teachers in the school will be showcased along with many of the major events and activities. 

This is a wonderful keepsake for each of your children to save as a memento of their year at Templestowe 

Park. 

Cost $35 

The last day to place an order for the book is Tuesday, 6th December.  

 

Thank You - Helpers Morning Tea: Friday, 16th December: 9:00am 

Our Helpers Morning Tea will take place on Friday, 

16th December at 9:00am in Avreet’s Reading Nook 

next to the Grade 5/6 building.  This Morning Tea 

provides us with the opportunity to thank you, our 

community, for the invaluable assistance you have 

provided to us throughout the year in the 

classroom, on excursions and camps, with the PFA 

events, helping covering books, as classroom 

representatives and in so many other ways.   

We look forward to sharing a coffee with you on 

the morning!  

 

Maths Talent Quest (MTQ) and FLIP Challenge Recognition 

The good news about our recent MTQ awards sweep continues as 

Templestowe Park PS has been recognised on the Department of Education 

and Training’s website.  The page titled ‘Talented students awarded for 

maths investigations’ outlines the inaugural Financial Literacy in Practice 

Challenge and names our school as being the ‘Most Outstanding School’ and ‘Most Outstanding Class’ (all 

our Grade 1 classes).  Click on this link to visit the page and read about our amazing achievements and 

the huge number of entries we were judged against. 

 

State Hoop Time Finals for Junior Girls  

A couple of weeks ago Mark had the pleasure of coaching the Grade 3/4 Junior All Star Girls in the State 

Finals.  The girls had competed in two previous events to qualify for the State Finals at Dandenong 

Basketball Stadium.  The team performed extremely well and finished second in pool play.  They then 

participated in a crossover final and sadly lost to a very tall and talented Pakenham Hills team.  This 

outcome means that the team finished within the top 15 schools in Victoria for their age.  This is a truly 

fantastic achievement! 

We would like to congratulate Indie X, Stella B, Mia Y, Tamara G, Grace D, Angelique V and Bonnie C for 

their fine efforts and outstanding play.  We think we may be seeing some of these talented girls in the big 

lights of basketball in the coming years. Photos can be seen in Mr Van Der Pol’s report. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/classrooms/Pages/celebrating-Talented-students-awarded-for-maths-investigations.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=In-Our-Classrooms-30-November&utm_content=Maths&utm_source=v6.education.vic.gov.au
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Class Placements and Transition between Classes – Meet the Teacher Days 

Our students will have the opportunity to meet their new teacher and classmates in a couple of weeks.  

These sessions are vitally important to build initial relationships and to alleviate any worries that our 

students might have.  Our teachers will participate in a formal class handover meeting where important 

information about each student will be shared.  

The two transition sessions will take place at the following times: 

• Tuesday, 13th December 12:00-12:50pm; and 

• Thursday, 15th December 12:00-12:50pm. 

A great deal of care goes into the formation of classes.  Here is a link to the Class Formation Policy, 

outlining the process undertaken, to ensure we provide the best learning environment for all our students.  

http://www.templestoweparkps.vic.edu.au/images/downloads/policies/class_formation_policy.pdf  

We received a substantial amount of additional information from parents through the Class Placement 

Form for 2023.  Submission of this form did not guarantee the parent request, as multiple factors were 

used to make placement decisions, however the information was certainly considered.   

Starting in a new class can be challenging for some students and it is important that the school and parents 

help them with this transition.  Children take their cues from trusted adults and it is our job to set them 

up for success for the coming year.  We have provided some advice from Dr Judith Locke (clinical 

psychologist and former teacher) to assist parents whose children may be anxious about their new class.  

TIPS FOR PARENTS OF ANXIOUS STUDENTS 

• If your child is anxious about starting a new class with unfamiliar people, do listen to them talk about 

their fears, but normalise them (‘A lot of people feel worried about starting something new’), and then 

talk about their past strengths in facing tricky things and your confidence that they will cope with this 

challenge. 

• When they come home from their first transition day, keep your questions broad, ‘How was it?’ not, 

‘Did you make a friend today?’ or ‘Is Sam in your class?’ This won’t put unnecessary pressure on them 

or suggest things in which they should be disappointed. 

• Keep your and your child’s expectations realistic. It is highly unlikely that they will form close friendships 

in the early days of a new school year, particularly in early primary. How often have you started a new 

job and come home from your first day to announce, ‘I made my new best friend today’? 

• There are things you can say if your child is not in a class they want to be in: 

1. Listen to them. Then reflect back what you hear. ‘You’re upset because some of your friends are not 

in your class. That is a completely understandable feeling’. Or ‘Sounds like you are upset because 

you didn’t get the teacher that you wanted.’ 

2. Then state the potential benefits of facing this challenge, ie: making extra, new friends; learning 

skills to make new acquaintances; being able to focus more on schoolwork in class than talking to 

their current best friend; and learning how to work with a different type of teacher than the one 

they had last year. 

3. Maybe tell them a story about how you learned a lot from a teacher you had who was a bit tougher 

but taught you a lot, or a time you went somewhere where you didn’t know anyone but learnt how 

to get on in unfamiliar environments. 

4. Let your child know they can still see their other friend/s at lunchtime or at playdates and parties. 

http://www.templestoweparkps.vic.edu.au/images/downloads/policies/class_formation_policy.pdf
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Principals’ Award 

At last week’s assembly Max A from 4TF was presented with the 

Principals’ Award. Max is an overall amazing student and friend 

to everyone. He is humble and courteous and is constantly 

showing respect to teachers and students. In the classroom, 

Max enthusiastically embraces new learning experiences and 

relishes new challenges. He is always kind and sensitive to those 

who may have different thoughts and opinions and will always 

go out of his way to make sure his friends are happy. He was 

amazing at camp and gave everything a go, even when he was 

a little unsure of the outcome.   

Well done, Max!  We are so proud of you.  

 

Take care,  

Mark Roberts  Brian Cleary    Robyn Twyford  

PRINCIPAL  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
 

Uniform Shop Trading Hours 

• Monday and Friday mornings: 8:30 - 8:55am 

• Thursday afternoon:   3:30 - 4:00pm  

• Friday, 27th January:   1.00 - 3.00pm 

• Monday, 30th January:  10.30am - 12.00pm 

Thank you 

Lindsay Burrows 

THE UNIFORM SHOP 
 
 
 

  

UNIFORM SHOP  
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We have StickyBeaks Lunch Bags for sale if you would like to purchase 

one. 

Cost: $12.50 each. 

These are lunch bags that are handy for frequent lunch orders from the 

school canteen.  They have a small pocket for money/change and a few 

other features.   

Please visit the school office if you would like to purchase one. 

 
 

Whole Day Absences 

Parents are responsible for keeping up-to-date approvals for their children’s absences on Compass.  A 

short message will appear above your newsfeed – please click on the link where you will see a list of times 

that your child was absent from school.   

Late Arrivals and Early Departures 

Students who arrive ‘LATE to’ or ‘LEAVE EARLY from’ the school must also have “approvals” logged by 

parents.  Please note that these approvals can only be recorded after the fact as they are “time 

stamped” by Compass.  Parents/Carers are not to pre-approve these partial day absences. 

All students who arrive late to school must report to the office to ensure they are not marked as absent 

for the first session; parents will need to accompany the students on these occasions as we are unable to 

take responsibility for students as they walk from the car into the school grounds.  Similarly students must 

always be signed out by a parent or carer who is listed as a student contact.  If your child is being signed 

out by someone who is not authorised to do so, that adult must bring a letter of authority with them.   

 
  

REUSABLE CANTEEN LUNCH ORDER BAGS 

COMPASS: ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS & EARLY DEPARTURES 
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Here are some diary dates for your information that go beyond the two-week calendar that is on the front 

page of the Newsletter, plus a few other dates that we really want you to remember.  

WEEK #10 

• Instrumental Students’ Music Concert (Jeanette): Tuesday, 6th December: 5.00-9.00pm 

• School Christmas Carols & Art Show: Wednesday, 7th December: 5.00-7.00pm 

• Grade 6 Fun Day @ Funfields: Friday, 9th December 

WEEK #11 

• Year 6 to 7 Orientation Day: Tuesday, 13th December 

• Prep Camp: Tuesday, 13th December: 4.00-6.00pm (front oval) 

• Grade 6 Graduation: Thursday, 15th December: after school event 

WEEK #12 

• Last Day of Term 4 and 2022: Tuesday, 20th December - Students Dismissed Early: 1.30pm 

Term 1, 2023 

WEEK #1 

• Statewide Curriculum Day: Student Free Day: Friday, 27th January 

• Uniform Shop Open: Friday, 27th January: 1.00-3.00pm 

• Student Free Day at Templestowe Park: Monday, 30th January 

• Uniform Shop Open: Monday, 30th January: 10.30am-12noon 

• Grades 1-6 Students Start Back for 2023: Tuesday, 31st January 

• Prep 2023 – 15 Minute Meet the Teacher: Tuesday, 31st January 

• Prep Assessment Day: Wednesday, 1st February  

• Prep Students First Day of School: Thursday, 2nd February 

• PFA – Coffee & Cry: Thursday, 2nd February, 9.00-10.00am (Staffroom) 

WEEK #5 

• Twilight Evening Welcome to 2023: Monday, 27th February 

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 4: Monday, 3rd October – Tuesday, 20th December (12 weeks: 11 weeks +2 days) 

2023 Term Dates 

Term 1: Grades 1-6 Students Commence: Tuesday, 31st January – Thursday, 6th April (10 weeks) 

Prep Students Commence: Thursday, 2nd February  

(Tuesday is 15 Minute Meet the Teacher Day & Wednesday is an assessment day) 

Term 2: Monday, 24th April – Friday, 23rd June (9 weeks) 

Term 3: Monday, 10th July – Friday, 15th September (10 weeks) 

Term 4: Monday, 2nd October – Wednesday, 20th December (12 weeks: 11 weeks +3 days) 

Friday, 27th January is a statewide Curriculum Day 

Monday, 30th January is a school Curriculum Day 

SIGNIFICANT FUTURE DIARY DATES 
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PE/Sport News 

We have had a very successful year in sport throughout 2023 and this has continued into Term 4!  Last 

week both the Senior Future Stars and Junior All Star Girls Basketball teams competed in the State Hoop 

Time Finals. These teams were amongst the top teams within the state out of hundreds of different 

schools/teams.  Both teams fought hard but unfortunately fell short within the knockout rounds.  It is a 

huge achievement to play against some of the best school teams in Victoria and something both teams 

should be very proud of.  Great work to everyone involved in the successes of these two teams! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April K from Grade 6 competed in the National Athletics Championships held 

in Brisbane throughout Week 7 of Term.  She competed in the 100m and 

4x100m relay against the best runners in Australia within her age group.  April 

ran exceptionally well in her events and even came 3rd in her relay!  We are 

very proud of the hard work and dedication she has put into her running. 

Keep up the amazing work April.   

Finally, Lucas M in Grade 5 competed in the Eastern Metro Golf Second Round 

Competition earlier this month.  He competed against 21 other students at 

Churchill Park Golf Club, finishing 5th on +11.  This has now given him the 

opportunity to compete in the State Final at Gisborne Golf Club today.  This 

is a fantastic achievement and I look forward to sharing his results in the 

coming weeks.  

It has been fantastic to see so many students working towards their goals within sport this year. We have 

had a huge amount of success and I look forward to seeing what 2023 has in store for us. 

 

 

 

  

SPECIALISTS’ BLOGS 
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STEM News 

The five fish in the Discovery Room are looking for a forever home.  After helping 

us learn in our Agriculture and Living Things unit back in Term 1, they are now in 

need of a home.  If you have a fish tank with space for even one or two new 

friends, I would love to hear from you. There are three guppies and two others 

that look like goldfish (but are not goldfish, I just can’t remember what they 

actually are).  

Please email me at: alexandra.augello@education.vic.gov.au if you can help out. 

Thank you, 

Alex Augello 

STEM TEACHER 

 

Please refer to our Blogs to see what has been happening in our Specialists’ classrooms over recent weeks. 

http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Over much of this term we have been musically entertained 

by the sweet tinkling sounds of what we initially thought 

were wind chimes.  Further investigation revealed that our 

students were learning to play tunes in Performing Arts on 

glockenspiels; with many of these lessons being held 

outside, taking advantage of the warmer weather (we do 

have the occasional day     ). 

Thank you to Emma White and the students for adding a 

little sunshine to our days. 

 

 
 
 

 THANK YOU MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE  

mailto:alexandra.augello@education.vic.gov.au
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/stem-blog
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/chinese
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/performing-arts-blog
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/visual-arts
http://tppsspecialists.weebly.com/pe
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Colour Explosion Run 

The staff and students at the school would love 

to extend a massive “Thank You” to Diana 

Danilovic and Kate Claringbould for setting up 

such a fun treat for our students (and staff).  

Monday was a huge success and it was all 

down to your expert organisation and 

planning.  The following parents also helped 

make the day as wonderful as it was: Emma 

White, Nat Gaffy, Jane Michaelsen, Mia 

Georgiou Premier, Svet Scherbanuk, Aylin Eser, 

Leslie Tortora, Kylie Holmes, Nethi 

Weerasinghe, Kirsty Reilly, Julie Baerts, 

Kimberley Naismith, Thurka Kalaichelvan,  

Lauren Xanthoulakis, Mary Manfre, Cara & Liam Barrett, Alana Cristiano, Tim Fitzpatrick, Monique Purchase 

and Alex Potter (TeamKids). 

We look forward to another Colour Run in 2023. 
 

 

  

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION - PFA 
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The Department of Education and Templestowe Park Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser or community group.  No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by 
them. 

 

Second-Hand and Lost & Found 
School Uniforms - ONLY 

Parents from the school have created a 
Templestowe Park “buy, swap and sell” group on 
Facebook in an effort to help families locate lost 
and found jackets and other items of uniform; it 
will also be a place to sell off old uniforms.   We 
encourage you to look at the group to see if it helps 
you in any way. 

The group can be found by clicking on the following 
link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/16413059411
8642/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/164130594118642/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164130594118642/
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